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Introduction 

The Achieve and Learn Trust believes that nothing is more 

important than safeguarding the young people in our 

schools.   

This half term we continue to focus on violence, knives 

and antisocial behaviour in the community.  Unfortunately 

we are seeing knife crime perpetrated by young people in 

the news more and more frequently.  The schools in the 

Trust will be talking to our young people, upskilling parents 

and training staff  over the next few weeks to open the 

conversation about the devastating consequences of 

violence and knives in the community.  

The Law 

When talking to your child about knife crime, it is always best to know the laws 
around carrying weapons. Below outlines the laws around carrying a knife and of-
fensive weapons:  

It is an offence to carry a knife in a public place (such as a road or in a school) or to 
carry any article which has a blade or is sharply pointed. It is also an offence to car-
ry an offensive weapon in a public place. This includes any article made, adapted 
or intended for causing injury as detailed below:  

 Made: Made to cause injury, such as a knuckle 
duster or bayonets  

 Adapted: Something innocent that has been 
adapted to cause injury, such as a broken bottle or 
a chair leg with nails  

 Intended: Anything else, such as an umbrella or 
pen that is intended by the person to be used to 
cause injury to others  

 

Carrying a knife includes: in your hand, a pocket, in the boot of your car or if some-
one else is carrying a knife for you. Exceptions include if you are carrying the knife 
as part of your job, such as a tool for a trade. However, forgetfulness, ignorance to 
the law or general self defence are not reasonable excuses if you are caught carry-
ing a knife.  

It is an offence to use any knife in a threatening way (even a legal knife) • It is also 
an offence to sell a knife to anyone under 18. If you are concerned that your child 
has been sold a knife, you can contact the Citizen’s Advice Bureau to report the 
trader to Trading Standards.  



Does my child need help? 

Below are some practical tips to help you to understand whether your child needs 
help or support. Most young people live positive lives and some behaviour can just 
be typical teenage behaviour. However, the tips below may help you to recognise 
whether your child is at risk.  

 Keep engaged with your kid’s lives and 
social media  

 Know where they are and who they are 
with – do they have a new circle of 
friends?  

 Are they in a relationship with or hang-
ing out with someone/people that are 
older and controlling?  

 Are they becoming less engaged with 
you?  

 Are they receiving more calls or texts 
than usual?  

 Do they suddenly have lots of money/
lots of new clothes/new mobile phones?  

 Do they have unexplained injuries?  

 Do they seem very reserved or seem 
like they have something to hide?  

 Do they seem scared?  

 Are they self-harming?  

 Are they skipping school?  

 Know what you have in the kitchen and in toolkits  

 Keep an eye out for any online purchases and what is delivered to your home  

 Increasing drug use or being found to have large amounts of drugs on them  

 Are they always going missing from school or their home?  

 Are they travelling alone to places far away from home? 

 

Of course, there could be all sorts of reasons 
other than ‘gangs’ why children and young peo-
ple exhibit any of the above behaviours and the 
checklist above is the kind of thing that most 
parents will be aware of and watching for.  

You know your child and what are significant 
changes for them. Remember the most protec-
tive factors for your children will often be their 
family/carer relationships. If you are worried you 
can contact the numbers on the ‘Where to find 
support’ information below 

Oasis GM PACS Referral Form  

Getting Support for your Child 

The Parent and Carer (PACS) project, established in Oc-

tober 2023, is dedicated to supporting parents and car-

ers in Greater Manchester who are concerned about their 

child or worried they may be at risk of violence.  

As parents and caregivers, we all worry about our children from time to time, but when a con-

cern is troubling you it can be difficult to know where to turn. We have listened to parents and 

our research shows that caregivers are looking for one-to-one support, peer support, advice 

and guidance when their child’s behaviour is becoming a concern.  To make a referral, call 

your school and speak to the Pastoral Team, or follow the link to make a self referral.  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=zz3XjXy17EC3-HVbUS2fey8mZaLBu71Ol0yOIrYSHAlUNldBUVNGR0hEMzNKNjkzSkxRUk9SUE9OUy4u

